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SUBJECT: MUTUAL ABOLITION OF VISA FEES; MATERIALS CONFISCATED FROM 
TOURISTS 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH ACTING HEAD OF MFA SIXTH DEPARTMENT NOVOTNY 
APRIL 12 POLCOUNS AGAIN BROUGHT UP TWO LONGSTANDING ISSUES. 

2. MUTUAL REDUCTION/ABOLITION OF NIV FEES: NOVOTNY SAID THAT GOC 
HAS REACHED A DECISION ON THIS, BUT HAS NOT YET DECIDED WHICH PART 
OF MFA WILL COMMUNICATE IT. THE SIXTH DEPARTMENT OR THE CONSULAR 
AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT. HEAD OF SIXTH DEPARTMENT ZANTOVSKY WAS TO 
DECIDE WHICH OFFICE WOULD COMMUNICATE THE DECISION, BUT HAS BEEN 
PREVENTED FROM DOING SO BY EXTENDED ILLNESS. COMMENT: WE CANNOT 
PREDICT WHEN WE WILL BE GIVEN A FINAL ANSWER, BUT FEEL CERTAIN THAT 
IT WILL BE NEGATIVE. END COMMENT. 

3. MATERIALS CONFISCATED FROM TOURISTS: POLCOUNS HAD PERIODICALLY 
OVER PAST SIX MONTHS PRODDED NOVOTNY TO ARRANGE RETURN OF BOOKS 
WHICH HAD BEEN CONFISCATED BY BORDER GUARDS FROM TWO AMERICAN 
TOURISTS VISITING CZECHOSLOVAKIA BY CAR. IN THIS MEETING 
NOVOTNY SAID THAT HE HAD LOOKED INTO THE MATTER. BUT THAT BOOKS 
COULD NOT BE FOUND. HE CONCLUDED THAT IT WAS ALMOST CERTAIN THAT 
THE BOOKS HAD BEEN DESTROYED SHORTLY AFTER SEIZURE, AS IS NORMAL 
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PRACTICE WITH CONFISCATED GOODS. NOVOTNY SAID MFA COULD BE 
HELPFUL IN SUCH CASES ONLY IF NOTIFIED VERY SOON AFTER GOODS WERE 
CONFISCATED. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY HAS PUT ON THE RECORD ITS 
CONCERN ABOUT SUCH TREATMENT OF AMERICAN TOURISTS, BUT WE DO NOT 
EXPECT GOC BORDER GUARDS TO CEASE PRACTICE OF OCCASIONALLY 
SEIZING MATERIALS THEY CONSIDER "SUBVERSIVE." 
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